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Contact Us 

If you’d like to talk with us about what you need, and find out why 
St Mark’s is a better solution than a property guardian company, email us on:

development@gmail.com

www.stmarkscoop.co.uk
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THE SAFEST AND MOST 
ETHICAL WAY TO PROTECT 
YOUR EMPTY PROPERTIES

Are you thinking of working 
with a property guardian 
company?

Before you do, it might be worth knowing 

about short-life housing co-operatives.

A short-life housing co-op looks after 

properties in much the same way as a 

guardian company, but as an ethical, not-

for-profit alternative that brings people, 

communities and housing providers 

together for the mutual benefit of all.

Active in London since 1983, St Mark’s Housing 

Co-operative has long-standing and trusted 

relationships with housing providers. 

These include Catalyst Housing, 

Network Homes, and Walterton & 

Elgin Community Homes. 

WHY CHOOSE ST MARK’S 
HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE?

Housing providers trust us 
over property guardian 
companies because:

•  We exist to turn empty spaces into homes 

without making a profit for ourselves. 

So our values are very different to those of 

a commercial organisation.

•  Our members care about and integrate in 

the communities they live in – for example 

running theatre workshops and oral history 

projects, helping our neighbours.

•  We improve quality of life and the local 

environment, building community spirit.

•  We are run by and for our members. 

  

Each of us joined after a successful interview 

process and performs an active job role in 

the Co-op, participating in our meticulous 

monthly meetings. This keeps us highly 

organised, productive, fair and connected 

as a community.

We also...
• Keep homes in good condition.

• Always hand back properties promptly.

• Always pay our license fees on time.

•  Provide peace of mind to our landlords 

by preventing squatters, vandalism, and 

theft – without expensive security costs.

•  Have friendly members ready to move into 

and care for your properties at short notice. 

Most stay with us for many years and have 

experience protecting many homes.


